24 June 10 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1999

the NATO peacekeepers will have to be in
Kosovo, including the American forces?

The President. | don’t think we should
put a timetable on it. We will define our ob-
jectives and proceed to implement them.

Serbian Leadership

Q. Can you see the NATO peacekeeping
force leaving Kosovo with Mr. Milosevic still
in power?

The President. Well, | would put it in a
different way. What | would like to see is
all the nations of southeastern Europe built
up. I'd like to see them coming closer to-
gether, and then I'd like to see them becom-
ing more integrated with the economic and
security structure of Europe, so that we will
see them growing and prospering the way
Poland, Hungary, and the Czech Republic
did after the fall of communism, for example.
And | don’t see how Serbia can participate
in that unless they have a leadership that is
committed to a multiethnic, multireligious
democracy and to genuine democracy and
human rights.

Success of Airstrikes

Q. Do you feel vindicated against the criti-
cism that the air war would not work, sir?

The President. Well, | think—again, 1
would say, | think that our people in uniform
performed superbly, and they performed
risking their lives. We regret the fact that
there were any civilian casualties, but our pi-
lots risked their lives to minimize those cas-
ualties. And there were far fewer here, for
example, than there were in the Gulf war—
far, far fewer.

And | think it's a tribute to Secretary
Cohen and to General Shelton and the others
who believed that, given these facts—given
these facts—and given the capacity of our
forces, that this strategy could work. We
never took other options off the table; we
had planned and thought about them. But
| think that our people in uniform, starting
with our Secretary of Defense, are the ones
that have been vindicated by this. And I'm
grateful for what they have achieved.

But in terms of America, the United States
should feel vindicated when the people go
home and when they're safe and when we
can say that we, as a nation, have played a
role in reversing ethnic cleansing. Because
if we do that, after what we have done in
Bosnia and the work we have been doing in
Africa to set up a crisis response team to try
to prevent a Rwanda from ever occurring
again, then we will be able to see the world
go into the 21st century with a more humane
future, not able to stop all conflict, not able
to stop all ethnic conflict, but at last able to
prevent this sort of thing.

Serbian Willingness To Reach Agreement

Q. Why do you think he gave in now, Mr.
President?

Q. Apart from the air campaign, was it also
the indictment as a war criminal; was he get-
ting pressure from his own people, from his
military?

The President. They paid quite a high
price for this; they were hurt very badly.

Reconstruction of the Balkans

Q. Mr. President, sir, it's going to cost a
lot of money to reconstruct Kosovo and also
the neighboring countries are going to need
a lot of aid. How much is the United States
willing to put up, and will this be a European
endeavor with help from the United States?

The President. Well, as | said, 1 would
expect that most of the money would come
from Europe because most of the costs of
this campaign, the air campaign, have been
borne by the United States. I don’t quarrel
with that. We had the capacity, and we did
what we should have done.

But I don’t want us to get into a haggling
situation, either. We should do this because
it's the right thing to do. And it will be—
let me say this, it will be far less expensive—
far, far less expensive—for us to make a de-
cent contribution to the long-term develop-
ment of these people than it will be to wait
around for something like this to happen
again and run the risks, all the risks we had
to deal with this time that it might spread
and all of that.



